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This chapter satisfies the statutory 
requirements for the General Plan 
Conservation and Open Space Elements, 
with measures to protect and enhance 
open space, natural habitat, and biological 
and cultural resources and strategies to 
promote the wise use of energy and water 
while minimizing waste. Urban open 
spaces are addressed in the Land Use and 
Community Character and the Parks and 
Public Services Elements. Air and water 
quality are addressed in Environmental 
Justice Element, and historic resources 
are addressed in the Land Use and 
Community Character Element.

The quality of the natural environment 
determines the quality of life in a 
community. A healthy system of open 
space lands, natural resources, and 
habitat areas will help ensure clean air and 
water while also providing recreational 
opportunities and scenic vistas. As the city 
and the region continue to grow, careful 
stewardship of environmental, cultural, 
and agricultural resources in the planning 
area will be needed, together with a focus 
on conservation of energy and water to 
provide a thriving natural environment for 
future generations.
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